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BY 


To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Aldershot 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  in  1914,  and 
at  the  same  time  wish  to  thank  you  for  your 
courtesy  and  assistance  during  the  past  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  W.  ROUTLEY. 


ALDERSHOT  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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REPORT  for  1914. 


Population. — Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  in  August, 
and  the  consequent  arrival  of  large  numbers  of  recruits  at 
the  military  quarters,  the  average  population  for  the  year  was 
very  considerably  increased  in  the  South  Camp  and  to  some 
extent  in  the  Town  also.  The  population  at  the  Census  of 
1911  was  : — 

Census 

1911. 


Town 
S.  Camp 


1 9464 1 
{ 


Males  ... 
Females 

Males  ... 
Females 


9*47° 

9,974 

13.256 

2,455 


The  average  population  for  1914  has  been  estimated  as 
follows : — 


Town  21,000 
S.  Camp  36,300 


57,300 

The  figure  for  the  South  Camp  includes  : — Men,  32,000  ; 
Women,  1,600  ; Children,  2,700. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  at  census  ...  3*650 

Number  of  tenements  or  separate  occupiers  ...  4,508 

Average  number  of  persons  in  each  house  ...  5*3 

Area  of  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  4,178  acres 

Town  ...  ...  ...  1,432 

South  Camp  ...  ...  2,746 

Density  of  population  (Town),  14*6  per  acre. 


Geological  Conditions. — The  northern  part  of  the 
district  lies  on  the  Lower,  Middle  and  Upper  Bagshot 
Sands,  the  southern  portion  on  the  London  Clay.  Along 
the  course  of  the  Blackwater  Stream,  which  forms  the  east- 
ern boundary,  the  soil  is  alluvial.  The  highest  point  in  the 
town  is  in  Farnborough  Road,  opposite  Anglesey  'House, 
the  elevation  being  429*8  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum  ; 
while  at  the  lowest  point,  the  Sewage  Works,  the  elevation 
is  231  feet, 
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Social  Conditions. — The  chief  occupations  of  the  in- 
habitants are  the  ordinary  trading  businesses  and  the  letting 
of  lodgings.  There  are  few  factories  and  comparatively 
few  workshops.  The  population  include  a very  large  num- 
ber of  ex-soldiers  and  their  families,  living  entirely  or 
supplementarily  on  their  pensions. 

Adoptive  Acts  of  Parliament  in  Force  : — 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1872. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI.  & X.  (Sect.  95). 

Byelaws  are  in  force  in  the  district  in  respect  to  : — 

Date  made. 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  Pavements  and  Cesspools  1887 


Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  1887 

Hackney  Carriages  ...  ...  ...  1887 

Hackney  Carriages  (mechanically  driven)  ...  1910 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  1908 

Mortuary  ...  ...  ...  ...  1888 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  1887 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  1887 

Offensive  Trades  (Blood  Boiler,  Blood  Drier,  Bone 

Boiler)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1888 

Pleasure  Grounds  ...  ...  ...  1888 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1887 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  1907 

Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district  in  respect  to  : — 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  1900 


Births. — The  Births  registered  in  Aldershot  in  1914 
numbered  1,014  (Town,  486  ; South  Camp,  528).  Con- 
siderable deductions,  however,  have  to  be  made  from  these 
figures  owing  to  the  fact  that  a large  number  of  the  births 
taking  place  in  the  Military  Maternity  Hospital  belong  to 
outside  districts. 

The  corrected  total  number  of  births  accredited  to 
Aldershot,  therefore,  stands  at  863,  corresponding  to  a birth 
rate  of  15*0  per  1,000.  It  has  been  impossible  to  obtain 
accurate  information  as  to  the  number  of  births  which 
properly  belong  to  the  Town,  but  which  have  taken  place 
^,t  the  Louise  Margaret  Hospital,  and  therefore  one  cannot 
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state  in  exact  terms  the  birthrate  for  the  separate  parishes. 
Assuming  that  a proportional  number  of  Town  births  have 
taken  place  in  the  Hospital  in  1914  as  in  previous  years, 
the  birth  rate  for  the  Town  would  stand  at  30^9  per  1,000, 
shewing  the  same  slight  progressive  diminution  as  is  to  be 
observed  in  the  country  generally. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1914  was  23*8 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  the  lowest  rate  on 
record. 

Still  Births. — 12  still  births  were  notified  during  the 
year. 

Deaths. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
deaths  of  residents  which  have  taken  place  during  1914  : — 


Whole 

District. 

Town. 

South 

Camp. 

Number 

318 

24I 

77 

Recorded  Death 

Rate  5'5 

ii*4 

2*1 

The  standardising  factor  of  correction  for  Aldershot, 
given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar-General,  is 
1.2819:  the  corrected  death  rate  for  the  whole  district  is, 
therefore,  7 per  1,000  living  of  the  population. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1914  was  14*0 
per  1,000 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  Aldershot  Town  in 
1914  were  Tuberculosis,  26  ; Heart  Disease,  18  ; Pneumonia 
and  Bronchitis,  55  ; and  Cancer,  17. 

Inquests. — 22  inquests  took  place;  7 in  the  Town,  15  in 
the  South  Camp. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 74  children  under  1 year  of  age 
died  during  the  year  in  the  whole  district,  including  the 
South  Camp.  The  infant  mortality  rate  being  85  per  1,000 
registered  births.  The  principal  causes  of  infant  death  in 
Aldershot  were  Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  defects,  30  ; 
Diarrhoea,  17  ; and  Pneumonia,  13. 

Child  Welfare  Work. — Infant  consultations  are  held 
once  a week,  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  at  the  Municipal 
Buildings,  to  which  the  mothers  are  specially  invited. 

As  in  previous  years,  pamphlets  of  advice  concerning 
cleanliness,  the  feeding  of  infants,  dangers  of  infection  from 
flies,  etc.,  have  been  distributed. 
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The  official  and  voluntary  agencies  in  co-operation  with 
which  the  work  is  carried  on  are  : — 

(1)  The  District  Council. 

(2)  Central  Aid  Society. 

(3)  Military  Nursing  Organisation. 

(4)  National  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

(5)  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Families  Association. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Health  Visitor  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  visits  and  re-visits  to  homes  following  the 
notifications  of  births,  1,070 

Number  of  infants  brought  to  Infant  Consultations  at 
Municipal  Buildings,  280. 

Number  of  separate  weighings,  824. 

Number  of  houses  reported  to  Sanitary  Inspector  fo 
further  investigation,  32. 

Number  of  cases  reported  to  National  Society’s  In- 
spector, 2. 

Supervision  of  Midwives. 

(Midwives’  Act,  1902.) 

The  supervision  of  midwives  practising  in  Aldershot  is 
carried  on  by  myself,  and  a report  is  sent  quarterly  to  the 
County  Council.  Ten  midwives  applied  for  local  registra- 
tion during  the  year.  At  the  close  of  the  year  only  six  were 
actually  practising  in  Aldershot,  of  the  remaining  four,  one 
has  left  the  district,  one  has  given  up  practice,  one  name 
has  been  removed  from  the  roll  by  decision  of  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board,  and  one  has  been  removed  by  death. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  collected  from  the 
returns  of  only  seven  of  the  midwives,  and  it  is,  therefore, 


necessarily  incomplete . — 

Number  of  all  cases  attended  ...  ...  295 

Number  of  cases  attended  as  midwife  ...  249 

Number  of  cases  as  attendant  nurse  ...  46 

Number  of  cases *in  which  medical  help 

was  advised  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Number  of  still  births  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  cases  of  twin  births  ...  ...  6 
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Number  of  infants  breast-fed  at  close  of 

attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

Number  of  infants  hand-fed  at  close  of 

attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  i\ldershot  in  1914  was 
1,014  (Town,  486  ; South  Camp,  528). 

The  number  of  births  notified  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act  was  515  (503  living  and  12  still,).  The  infant 
mortality  rate  in  Aldershot  was  85  per  1,000  registered 
births.  The  percentage  of  births  in  the  Town  which  are 
attended  solely  by  midwives  is  approximately  80  per  cent. 

I have  to  report  that  there  is  now  a serious  shortage  in 
the  available  number  of  certified  women  living  in  the  Town. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — The  adjoined  table 
shows  the  monthly  returns  of  infectious  disease  notifications 
during  1914  : — 
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The  Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  Town  was  1.1.  This 
figure  refers  to  the  deaths  (calculated  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population)  resulting  from  the  seven  principle 
Zymotic  diseases,  namely,  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  “Fever”  (Typhus, 
relapsing  and  enteric)  and  Diarrhoea.  The  past 
year  must  be  regarded  as  a very  exceptional  one 
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in  its  bearing  on  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the 
Town.  It  will  be  remembered  that  early  in  August,  owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  war,  vast  numbers  of  recruits  came  to 
Aldershot  from  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  undoubtedly 
brought  with  them,  in  many  cases,  the  infections  which 
later  on  spread  with  rapidity  in  the  Barracks,  and,  as  a 
natural  consequence,  in  the  Town  also.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  table  that  three-fourths  of  the  total  number  of  Diphtheria 
cases  and  practically  all  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  took  place 
in  the  last  five  months  of  the  year,  gradually  rising  in 
number  from  the  middle  of  August.  The  conditions  in  the 
Town  were  exactly  suitable  for  the  communicability  of 
infectious  disease,  the  streets  and  places  of  amusement,  etc., 
were  crowded  with  soldiers,  the  already  existing  scarcity  of 
housing  accommodation  was  intensified,  with  the  result  of 
general  overcrowding,  the  Elementary  Schools  were  over- 
crowded owing  to  the  closing  of  the  Military  Schools,  and, 
in  addition,  the  large  sewerage  extension  scheme  was  in 
active  operation  in  certain  of  the  main  roads  during  the 
whole  of  the  time. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Only  one  or  two  sporadic  cases  occurred 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  they  were  promptly  dealt 
with  by  removal  to  hospital  and  disinfecting  measures.  In 
August,  a child  who  had  been  discharged  from  a London 
Fever  Hospital  after  Scarlet  Fever  returned  to  her  home  in 
Aldershot  and  within  a ^'eekfour  other  children  in  the  same 
house  contracted  the  disease  ; there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt, 
therefore,  of  the  origin  of  the  infection  of  this  case.  It  is,  how- 
ever, very  difficult  in  most  cases  of  solitary  infection  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection, the  most  common  factor  in  keeping  up 
the  spread  of  the  disease  is  undoubtedly  the  existence  of 
very  mild  unrecognised  cases  of  the  disease,  of  which  there 
have  come  to  light  several  instances  in  the  past  year  in  the 
Town.  In  others,  again,  the  concealment,  one  fears,  has 
been  deliberate,  and  in  one  case  reported  by  me  to  the 
Council  there  could  have  been  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the 
presence  of  this  malady,  since  two  children  had  been  re- 
moved with  the  disease  shortly  before  from  the  same  family. 
The  injury  or  inconvenience  that  may  be  caused  to  other 
people  by  such  concealment  is  a very  real  and  serious  one, 
and  in  the  particular  case  referred  to  the  mother  of  the 
child  received  a letter  of  reprimand  from  the  Council. 

There  are,  however,  a certain  number  of  cases  infected, 
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in  my  belief,  from  other  causes,  which,  owing  to  the  entire 
absence  of  any  rash,  are  impossible  to  recognise.  There 
have  been  several  cases  in  w’hich  young  children  under 
school  age  have  been  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever.  No  other  cases  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  no  appar- 
ent probability  of  infection  from  outside  sources,  but  in  all 
the  cases  referred  to,  the  father  or  the  mother  was  suffering 
from  a sore  throat  and  elevation  of  temperature,  without 
the  appearance,  at  the  time,  of  a rash  upon  the  body  : the 
possibility  that  these  cases  in  adults  approaching  middle- 
age  are  really  Scarlet  Fever  is,  in  my  opinion,  a strong  one  ; 
a possibility  which  is  still  further  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  it  is  uncommon  to  get  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
cases  of  persons  say  over  thirty  years  of  age,  and  it  may  be 
for  this  reason  : because  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  very 
sound  reasons  why  children  and  young  adults  should  mainly 
be  affected,  as  apparently  is  the  case,  and  if  one  can  assume 
that  as  one  gets  older  the  excretory  function  of  the  skin  of 
the  body  becomes  less  sensitive  to  the  circulation  of  poisons 
in  the  blood,  the  theory  that  in  adults  the  disease  often 
occurs  without  its  principal  physical  sign  becomes  more 
intelligible.  This  point  cannot,  however,  be  cleared  up 
until  the  bacteriological  diagnosis  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which 
is  at  present  uncertain,  is  definitely  decided. 

A large  amount  of  soldiers’  washing  is  carried  out  in  the 
Town,  and  the  possibility  of  infection  from  this  source  has 
occasionally  to  be  borne  in  mind.  In  one  case  there  could 
be  no  doubt  whatever  that  infection  was  carried  to  a house 
by  this  means. 

The  houses  in  which  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  were  all 
examined  and  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ; in 
eight  cases  the  houses  and  drains  were  grossly  defective. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  the  Town  from  this  disease  in 

1914- 

Diphtheria. — The  same  causes  which  led  to  an  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  also  contributed  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  unusual  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  latter  months  of  the  year.  Here  again  mild  unrecognised 
attacks  are  probably  very  common,  an  ordinary  sore  throat 
affecting  but  slightly  the  individual,  but  in  reality,  being 
due  to  a mild  attack  of  Diphtheria,  and  the  disease 
being  thus  communicated  to  others.  School  infection 
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here  probably  plays  a greater  part  in  the  spread  of  this 
disease,  and  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  schools  appears  to 
be  an  additional  factor. 

The  “contacts  ” in  connection  with  the  cases  were 
bacteriologically  examined,  and  in  a number  of  the  cases 
were  found  to  be  harbouring  the  germs  of  Diphtheria  in  their 
throats  ; they  were,  therefore,  excluded  from  school  or  other 
occupation  until  found  to  be  free  from  infection. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  relate  that  the  form  of  Diphtheria 
prevalent  vyas  of  a somewhat  mild  type.  Seven  fatal  cases 
occurred  out  of  a total  of  102,  which  is  an  unusually  low 
percentage.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  usual  measures  of  disinfection 
carried  out.  Later  the  houses  were  thoroughly  inspected, 
the  drains  being  tested  in  all  cases.  It  is  unsatisfactory  to 
have  to  record,  as  in  previous  years,  that  out  of  a total  of 
83  houses  examined,  in  which  cases  of  Diphtheria  had  oc- 
curred, the  house  drains  were  faulty  in  37  instances. 

Although  Diphtheria  is  not  actually  caused  by  defective 
drains,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  drainage  defects  are 
responsible  in  many  cases  for  the  ready  susceptibility  to 
infection  when  the  micro-organisms  causing  the  disease  are 
in  any  way  introduced  into  the  neighbourhood. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — 41  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year  as  against  46  in  1913.  Considerably  more  than 
half  the  cases  notified  are,  unlike  other  communicable 
diseases,  between  the  ages  of  25  and45,  at  a period  of  life 
when  the  vital  powers  should  be  at  their  best,  and  when  the 
wage  earning  responsibilities  of  the  individual  are  the  most 
onerous.  A number  of  these  cases,  as  mentiqned  in  former 
reports,  appear  to  have  been  recognised  for  the  first  time  at 
theWorkhouse  Infirmary,  and  on  investigation  there  is  often  a 
history  of  wasting  and  chronic  cough  for  some  considerable 
time  previously,  for  which  the  unfortunate  sufferer  has  not 
sought  any  advice  or  medical  attention.  i he  rooms 
occupied  by  the  patients  have  been  disinfected  on  removal 
or  death,  disinfectants  and  sputum  pots  are  supplied  in  all 
cases  where  required,  and  insanitary  conditions  noted  and 
dealt  with. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. — There  were  4 cases  of 
Grandular  Tuberculosis,  2 cases  of  Abdominal  Tuberculosis, 


and  3 cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Joints.  All  of  these 
cases  have  had  continued  medical  supervision,  and  in  2 
cases  sanatorium  treatment. 

Puerperal  Fever. — 1 case  only  occurred  during  the  year, 
and  eventual  recovery  took  place. 

Enteric  Fever. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year  in  the  Town. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — (“Spotted  Fever”)  No  cases 
of  this  disease  were  notified  in  1914. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — There  was  an 
almost  entire  absence  during  1914  in  Aldershot  of  the 
common  infectious  diseases,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc. 
A few  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  were  reported  in  February  from 
the 'West  End  Infant  School,  but  there  was  very  little  ex- 
tension of  the  disease,  and  no  cases  were  reported  since. 
For  the  first  time  for  some  years,  no  school  departments  had 
to  be  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 


Analytical  and  Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

Examinations  have  been  made  in  suspected  cases  of  the 
following  conditions  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  363 

Ringworm  ...  ...  11 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  23 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  7 

Main  Water  Supply  ...  2 

Well  Water  ...  ...  2 

Sewage  Effluents  ...  n 
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Water  Supply. 

This  is  in  the  hands  of  a Public  Company,  the  water 
being  of  exceptional  purity,  but  of  a somewhat  excessive 
degree  of  hardness.  It  is  pumped  from  a series  of  Artesian 
Wells  in  Boxalls  Lane,  at  the  Southern  border  of  the  district. 

The  following  particulars  are  furnished  to  me  by  courtesy 
of  the  General  Manager  of  the  Company  : — 

Average  daily  net  consumption  per  head  ...  24  gallons 

Total  Rainfall  at  Boxalls  Lane  ...  3i'84  inches 

Number  of  Wells  in  constant  use  ...  10 

New  Services  laid  in  district  ...  ...  23 
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Isolation  Hospital— North  Town. 

The  Hospital  comprises  an  administrative  block,  2 
isolation  blocks,  2 single  bed  observation  wards,  laundry 
block,  discharging  block,  disinfecting  station,  and  am- 
bulance shed. 

The  staff  consists  of  matron,  three  assistant  nurses,  four 
maids  and  porter. 

I he  number  of  beds  officially  available  (i.e.,  with  the 
statutory  allowance  of  cubic  space)  is  20.  Towards  the 
autumn  the  accommodation  at  the  Hospital,  for  the  first 
time  since  its  erection,  was  greatly  overtaxed,  and  was 
quite  insufficient  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it,  a con- 
siderable number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  therefore 
obliged  to  be  isolated  at  their  own  homes.  It  is  satisfactory, 
however,  to  record  that  no  spread  of  the  disease  took  place 
from  this  cause,  a result  owing  to  the  careful  supervision  of 
the  isolated  cases.  I reported  to  the  Health  Committee  in 
October  that  an  enlargement  of  the  Hospital  was  inevitable, 
and  should  be  immediately  considered.  Plans  for  an 
additional  block  are  therefore  being  prepared. 

The  disinfector  used  is  a modified  Washington  Lyon, 
worked  with  a pressure  of  25lbs  per  square  inch  in  the 
jacket  and  10  lbs.  in  the  chamber.  It  has  been  in  constant 
use  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year. 

A “Climax”  spraying  machine,  using  a 6 per  cent, 
solution  of  formaline  is  used  for  disinfecting  rooms  and 
articles  which  cannot  be  treated  by  steam  disinfection. 

142  patients  were  admitted  during  1914,  viz.,  41  with 
Scarlet  Fever,  95  with  Diphtheria,  and  6 observation  cases. 
8 of  the  above  cases  were  admitted  from  outside  districts. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse, 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  House  Refuse  is  removed  by  the  Surveyors’  Staff 
three  times  weekly,  the  refuse  receptacles  being  placed  out- 
side the  houses  in  front  for  this  purpose  by  the  householders. 
The  majority  of  the  receptacles  are  uncovered  and  unsuit- 
able, and  the  interests  of  the  Public  Health  would  be  greatly 
increased  if  insistence  were  made  in  all  cases  of  the  use  of 
proper  and  suitable  covered  dustbins.  The  refuse  is  disposed 
of  in  the  Meldrum  Sewer  Cell  Destructor  at  the  Sewage 
Works. 
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The  Clerk  of  the  Works  reports  as  follows  with  regard 
to  new  sewers  in  1914,  and  the  reconstruction  of  the 
existing  Main  Sewers. 

The  following  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  1914  : — 

Ayling  Lane  Sewer  extended  from  Hillside  Road  for  a 
distance  of  316  yards — 9 inch  pipes 

Cranmore  Lane  Sewer  extended  for  a distance  of  500 
yards— 9 inch  pipes.  Mr.  Bradstock’s new  house,  Cranmore 
Houses  and  Cranmore  Cottages  have  been  connected  to 
new  sewer. 

Cemetery  Road  Sewer  extended  for  a distance  of  180 
yards — to  Bateman’s  cottages.  Drainage  of  Bateman’s 
cottages  has  been  reconstructed  and  connected  to  new 
sewer. 

Pickford  Street  Sewer  extended  throughout  street, 
Crimea  Road  and  Sebastopoal  Road  sewers  extended  to,  and 
connected  with  same,  a distance  of  167  yards — 9 inch  pipes. 

The  following  sewers  have  been  reconstructed  during 

I9T4  : 

Main  Sewer,  High  Street  and  Ash  Road. — Existing  24 
inch  dia.  brick  sewer  from  Sewage  Works  to  Herrett  Street, 
replaced  with  45  inch  dia.  granite  concrete  tubes,  a length 
of  506  yards. 

Existing  10  inch  dia.  brick  sewer  from  The  Green  to 
Railway  Bridge  in  High  Street  replaced  with  36  inch  dia. 
granite  concrete  tubes,  a distance  of  645  yards  (Remaining 
section  21  inch  dia.  brick  sewer  between  Herrett  Street 
and  The  Green  now  in  course  of  reconstruction  with  36 
inch  dia.  tubes,  a distance  of  561  yards. 

Albert  Road  Sewer. — Existing  9 inch  and  6 inch  pipes, 
removed  and  sewer  reconstructed  with  9 inch  pipes,  a length 
of  230  yards. 

The  new  Main  Sewerage  scheme  now  in  progress  com- 
prises the  removal  of  the  existing  24  inch,  21  inch  and  18 
inch  dia.  brick  sewer  in  High  Street  and  Ash  Road  from 
Sewage  Disposal  Works,  Ash  Road,  to  a point  near  the 
Railway  Bridge,  High  Street,  and  replacing  same  with  45 
inch  and  36  inch  dia.  granite  concrete  tubes  ; the  connection 
of  existing  house  drains  to  the  new  sewer  ; the  provision  of 
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ftew  65  h.p.  Tangye  engine  to  replace  an  18  h.p.  engine  of 
the  same  make  ; removal  of  two  small  Cornish  boilers,  and 
provision  of  new  20  ft.  x 6 ft.  Cornish  boiler  in  lieu  of 
same  ; certain  structural  alterations  and  addition  to  Pump- 
ing Station  ; enlarging  and  deepening  of  sumpt  at  North 
Lane  Pumping  Station  ; provision  of  new  7 h.p.  motor,  and 
5 inch  centrifugal  pump  ; extension  of  sewers  in  Cranmore 
Lane  and  Pickfor  1 Street,  and  reconstruction  of  sewers  in 
Albert  Road  and  Wellington  Street.  These  works  have  been 
completed  with  the  exception  of  section  of  Main  Sewer 
previously  mentioned  and  of  Wellington  Street  sewer  re- 
construction, Which  has  been  postponed  until  the  spring. 

The  houses  enumerated  below  are  at  present  still  un- 
conected  with  the  Main  Sewerage  system  : — 

Three  cottages  on  crest  of  Redan  Hill  (cesspools), 

Two  houses  in  Ayling  Lane  (cesspools). 

Six  cottages,  Aldershot  Stubbs  (pail  closets). 

Sewage  Works. — The  works  and  buildings  have  under- 
gone certain  improvements  during  the  year,  partly  by  loan 
in  connection  with  the  Sewer  Reconstruction  Scheme  and 
partly  by  current  account. 

Increased  boiler  power  and  improved  pumping  plant  have 
been  secured  at  the  main  works  and  at  the  sub-station. 

Two  new  tertiary  beds,  126ft.  x 67ft.  x 2ft.  6ins.  each, 
have  been  added,  making  a total  of  47  contact  beds  as 
follows  : — 17  primary,  14  secondary,  9 tertiary  and  7 storm 
beds.  All  of  the  contact  beds  have  been  periodically 
skimmed,  forked  and  aerated. 

361  million  gallons  of  sewage  and  storm  water  have 
passed  through  the  works. 

The  whole  length  of  Blackwater  Stream  within  the  dis- 
trict has  been  cleaned. 

4,716  tons  of  refuse,  99  tons  of  offal  and  25  quarters  of 
condemmed  meat  have  been  destroyed  in  the  destructor. 

The  monthly  analyses  of  sewage  effluent  have  all  been 
satisfactory. 

New  Buildings. 

The  supervision  of  new  buildings  is  carried  out  by  the 
Surveyor’s  Department. 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  erections  of  new  build- 
ings and  alterations,  additions,  etc.,  to  existing  structures: 


Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  17 

Additions  to  Houses  ...  ...  3 

Alterations  to  premises  ...  1 

Additions  to  Workshops  ...  1 

New  Lock-up  Shops  ...  ...  2 

Addition  to  Laundry...  ...  1 

New  Shop  Premises  ...  ...  1 

New  Warehouse  ...  ...  1 

New  Motor  Garage  ...  ...  1 


28 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

(Housing  Act  1885-1909) 

Below  will  be  found  a summary  of  the  results  of  house 


inspection  during  1914: — 

Number  of  new  dwelling  houses  erected,  17 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  17 

(b)  By  Council  ...  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  houses  inspected  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances  or 
Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

(a)  As  a result  of  complaint  ...  ...  174 

(b)  As  a result  of  infectious  disease  ...  105 

(cj  As  a part  of  inspection  under  the 

Housing  Regulations,  1910  ...  112 

Number  of  notices  served  for  structural  defects  of  houses — 

(a)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  322 

( b ) Statutory  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  notices  served  for — 

(a)  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  Uncleanliness  ..  ...  ...  96 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  ...  461 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  sect.  15 

of  Housing  Act,  1909  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  houses  represented  under  sec.  17 

of  Housing  Act,  1909  ft,  $6 
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(а)  Number  of  houses  put  in  repair  (ex- 
cluding those  dealt  with  under  Sect. 

15)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 2 

(б)  Number  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  o 

(c)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  9 

Number  of  obstructive  buildings  dealt  with  o 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  ...  4 

Number  of  cellar  dwellings  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  registered  houses  let  in  lodgings  215 

Number  of  houses  within  limit  of  rent, 
specified  under  sect.  15,  Housing  Act, 

1909  (6s.  2d.  weekly)  ...  ...  590 


Statement  as  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (In- 
spection of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the  in- 
spection of  dwelling  houses  under  Sect.  17  (1)  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  year  ending 
December  31st,  1914  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year 
under  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  sub-section — 112 

Number  of  such  dwelling  houses  which  were  considered 
to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation — 86. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the 
making  of  closing  orders — 86. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  made  by  the  Local  Authority — 2. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders— 70. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making  of 
closing  orders,  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  — 1. 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  in  the  dwell- 
ings inspected  : — 

(1)  Dampness;  (2)  Unpaved  and  insanitary  condition 
of  back  yards,  and  absence  of  proper  receptacles  for 
refuse  ; (3)  Drainage  defects. 


19 


On  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  wives  and  children  of 
soldiers  living  in  military  quarters  were  required  to  leave 
the  barracks.  A large  number  of  these,  although  advised 
to  proceed  to  their  own  towns,  preferred  to  take  up  their 
quarters  in  the  civil  district  of  Aldershot,  which  was  al- 
ready sufficiently  congested.  In  addition,  a large  number 
of  new  families  accompanied  the  fresh  recruits  to  Aldershot 
and  have  taken  up  quarters  here,  thereby  considerably 
adding  to  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  town.  When  one 
reflects  that  the  majority  of  the  families  are  composed  of 
very  young  children,  that  the  army  schools  are  closed  and 
the  civil  schools,  as  a consequence,  greatly  overcrowded, 
and  that  in  order  to  make  room  for  such  a large  accession 
of  population,  the  houses  everywhere  are  crowded  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  realising  that  the 
conditions  must  be  favourable  to  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases,  if  and  when  they  should  be  introduced.  And  this 
is  exactly  what  has  taken  place  ; the  accommodation  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  being  quite  insufficient  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  situation.  In  my  opinion  at  least  ioo 
new  houses  are  required  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
present  population,  but  the  monetary  and  labour  difficul- 
ties of  carrying  out  any  extensive  scheme  at  the  present 
time  appear  to  be  prohibitive.  At  the  same  time  it  is  to 
be  mentioned  that  a desirable  start  has  been  made  in  the 
direction  by  the  Council,  who  have  decided  to  construct  4 
cottages  on  a vacant  plot  of  land  situated  at  North  Lane. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

(S.F.D.  Act,  1875, 1879,  1899  ; Margarine  Act,  1887  ; Butter  and  Margarine 
Act,  1907  ; P.H.  Act  (Reg.  as  to  Food),  1907. 


The  following  samples 

were  taken 

in  1914,  with  the 

results  stated : — 

Genuine. 

Found  to  be  Adulterated 

Arrowroot  ... 

I 

— 

Butter 

3 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

2 

— 

Sugar 

I 

— 

New  Milk  ... 

2 5 

— I 

Sweets 

I 

— 

The  sample  of  new  milk  showed  a deficiency  of  fat  to 
the  extent  of  i8'6  per  cent.,  with  2*8  per  cent,  excess  of 
water.  The  case  was  dismissed  on  production  of  a 
warranty. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

(D.C.  and  M.  Order,  1885,  and  Byelaws). 

There  are  64  registered  addresses  at  which  milk  is  sold 
by  retail,  4 farms  with  cowsheds,  and  13  dairies.  Altogether 
the  average  number  of  cows  kept  at  the  farms  are  60.  The 
greater  part  of  the  milk  supplied  in  Aldershot  comes  from 
outside  districts. 

The  list  below  gives  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
occupiers  of  these  dairies  and  cowsheds. 


Farms  and  Cowsheds. 


Address. 

(1)  Ayling  Lane  ... 

(2)  Newport  Road 

'(3J  Herrett  Farm,  New- 
port Road  ... 

(4)  North  Lane  ... 


Occupier. 

J.  R.  Attfield 
E.  Chrismas 

C.  M.  Cox 
J.  Field. 


Dairies. 

Address. 


York  Road 
Ayling  Lane 
104  Queen's  Road 
17  Cambridge  Road 
12  St.  Michael’s  Road 
27  Wellington  Street 
74  Grosvenor  Road 
38  Grosvenor  Road 


Occupier. 

J.  R.  Attfield 
E.  G.  Wilson 
P.  J.  Poulsom 
P.  J.  Poulsom 
P.  J.  Poulsom 
Aldershot  Dairy  Assoc, 
J.  E.  Anthony 
E,  Rnticknap 
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43  Newport  Road 

42  Victoria  Road 

83  Victoria  Road 

101  Ash  Road 

Heath  Farm,  North  Town 


W.  Cawson 
W.  G.  Williams 
A.  Chrismas 
A.  G.  Crosson 
J.  Field 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

(P.H.  Act,  1875,  Sect.  76-89;  P.H.A.  Act,  1907,  Sect.  69-75). 

The  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Town 
are  as  follows  : — 

Address.  Accommodation. 


Short  Street 

54 

Mrs.  Rooney 

Little  Wellington  St. 

23 

Mrs.  Greenwood 

Union  Terrace  ... 

11 

P.  C.  Ward 

Sebastopol  Road 

26 

L.  Thomas 

7 & 9 Sebastopol  Rd. 

45 (both 

sexes)  A.  Reale 

209  High  Street  ... 

25 

Mrs.  Dean 

Bakehouses. 

(F.  & W.  Act,  1901,  Sect.  97-102) 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  19  Bakehouses  at  present  in 
use  in  the  Town  : — 

List  of  Bakehouses. 


1 15  Victoria  Road 

...  A.  J.  Alexander 

21  Alexandra  Road 

...  W.  Leet 

13  Grosvenor  Road 

...  T.  Darracott 

Short  Street 

...  T.  Darracott  (factory 

bakehouse) 

83  High  Street  ... 

...  T.  Guppy 

221  High  Street  ... 

..  E.  Brickell  (factory 
bakehouse) 

266b  High  Street 

G.  Goode 

374  High  Street  ... 

...  Tolley  Brothers 

94  Ash  Road 

...  J.  Stiff 

North  Lane 

C.  Gilmoure 

Ash  Road  House 

A.  Smith  & Sons 

30  Station  Road 

Chas.  Fry 

Wellington  Street 

B.  Croxford  & Son  (fac- 
tory bakehouse) 

Halimote  Road  ... 

Aldershot  Co-operative 
Society 

48  Grosvenor  Road 

...  E.  Seakens 

28  Grosvenor  Road 

E.  Clarke 
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1 12  Queen’s  Road  ...  W.  A.  Lambert 
148  Victoria  Road  ...  E.  King 

72  High  Street  ...  ...  J.  Rogers 

Slaughter  Houses  (P.H.A.,  Sect.  169),  Meat  and  Food 

Inspection  (P.H.A.,  Sect.  116-120). 

The  following  are  the  private  slaughter  houses  at  present 
in  the  town  : — 

Licensed  Slaughter  House. 

Brighton  Road  ...  ...  Mr.  Edwards  1 • • ,, 

Mr.  Froud  L°'ntly 

Registered  Slaughter  House. 

Ash  Road ...  ...  Mr.  Wadley 

Special  Arrangements  Made  in  Consequence  of 
the  War. 

There  were  no  changes  in  staff,  or  emergency  arrangements 
made  in  consequence  of  the  war. 

In  the  early  part  of  December  2,000  troops  were  billeted 
in  the  Town  for  a few  weeks.  A large  number  of  these 
billets  were  visited,  and  on  the  whole  they  appeared  to  have 
been  selected  with  discretion  ; in  a few  cases,  however, 
insanitary  conditions  were  found  to  exist  in  the  houses 
chosen,  and  in  other  cases  the  billets  were  undesirable  for 
other  reasons,  mainly,  the  excessive  over-crowding  produced, 
and  insufficient  washing  and  sanitary  accommodation. 
On  these  points  having  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Sanitary  Medical  Officers  at  Headquarters,  these 
billets  were  at  once  altered.  It  must  be  mentioned, 
however,  that  no  notice  was  sent  to  me  of  the  intention  to 
billet  troops,  nor  was  my  advice  sought  in  the  matter  ; and 
the  billets  were  also  arranged,  I understand,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  Military  Sanitary  Officers. 

There  has,  however,  been  entire  co-operation  with  the 
Military  Sanitary  Officers  with  regard  to  health  matters. 
I arranged  for  large  quantities  of  kits,  etc.,  to  be  disinfected 
from  time  to  time  at  the  Isolation  Hospital ; and  assistance 
was  rendered  by  the  Surveyor  in  the  removal  of  refuse  from 
the  camp  and  conveyance  to  the  destructor.  Inter-communi- 
cation as  to  cases  of  infectious  cases  occurring  in  military 
and  civil  quarters  has  been  constant,  and  a number  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  in  soldiers’  children,  which  in  ordinary 
times  would  have  been  removed  to  Military  Isolation 
Hospitals,  have  been  treated  at  the  Civil  Isolation  Hospital, 
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Notes  to  Tables  I.,  Iav  and  lb. 

Notes  —These  Tables  are  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths 
in  the  district,  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with 
the  corresponding  rates.  For  years  before  191 1 some  of  the  corrected  rates 
are  not  available.  The  rates  are  calculated  per  i.ooo  of  the  estimated  gross 

population^.  iumn  ^ ^ included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by 
subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8 and  by  addition  of  the  number  in 
Column  0.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction 
of  the  deaths  under  1,  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8 and  by 
addition  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

t The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  able  from  the  returns  made  to  him 
bv  the  local  Registrar  of  Deaths,  as  well  as  from  the  quarterly  lists  fur- 
nished by  the  Registrar-General,  to  fill  in  Column  8 in  accordance  with 
the  rule^in  the  next  paragraph  below  The  Registrar-General  either 
directly  or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  supplies  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  particulars  of  deaths  to  be  entered  m 
Column  9 ; and  all  such  deaths  are  included  in  this  Column,  unless  an 
error  is  detected  and  its  correction  has  been  accepted  by  the  Registrar- 
General.  For  Column  4 the  Registrar-General  furnishes  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  a Statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added 
to  or  subtracted  from  the  total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 

++  “ Transferable  Deaths  ” are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed 
or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales  die  in  a district  other  than  that 
in  which  they  resided.  The  deaths  of  persons  without  fixed  or  usual 
•a  * v rasuals  included  in  Columns  8 or  9,  except  in 

certlin  instances  under  3 (b)  below.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
states  in  Column  8 the  number  of  transferable  deaths  of  “ non-residents 
wh  ch  are  to  be  deducted,  and  will  state  in  Column  9 the  number  of 
deaths  of  “residents”  registered  outside  the  district  which  are  added 
in  calculating  the  nett  death-rate  of  his  district.  __ 

The  following  special  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable  Deaths  . 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm  such  as 
hosDitals  lunatic  asylums,  workhouses,  and  nursing  homes  (but  not 
almshouses)  must  be  regarded  as  residents  of  the  district  in  which  they 
had  a fixed  or  usual  residence  at  the  time  of  admission.  If  the  person 
dving  in  an  Institution  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  of  admission 
the  death  is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly  transferred 
from  one  such  Institution  to  another,  the  death  is  transferable  to  the 
dSrict  of  residence  at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  first  Institution 

(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  born  and  dying  within  a year  of  birth  in  an 
Institution  to  which  the  mother  was  admitted  for  her  confinement  should 
be  referred  to  the  district  of  fixed  or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

i-A  Deaths  from  Violence  are  referred  (a)  to  the  district 
residence  under  the  general  rule  ; (b)  if  this  district  is  unknown,  or  the 
deceased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  the  district  where  the  accident  occurred  if 
known  ; (c)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  death  occurred,  if  known  , 
and  (d)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  4,178. 

Total  population  at  all  ages 

Town  ...  i9>464 
South  Camp  15, 711 

35,175 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  : — 
Town 

South  Camp 


3,65o 

18 


At  Census  of  1911. 


3668 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house  in  Town  5’3 
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Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

At  all  Ages. 
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Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1914  (Aldershot  Town.) 


Total  Cases 
Removed  to 
Hospital  in 
Civil  Area 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 
Aldershot  Urban  District  (Town  and  South  Camp.) 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” whether 

occurring  within  or  without  the  District 

CO  ~ - <fl  tr.  +Z 

Causes  of  Death 

All 

Under 

1 and 

2 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

45  and 

65  and 

« 0 0 5 o'c 

under 

uuder 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

o£-2 2.5q 

Ages 

1 year 

2 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

wards 

f"1  £ 

I*0  >5 

All  /Certified  ... 
causes  ^Uncertified... 

3°5 

72 

13 

7 

16 

7 

59 

64 

65 

H5 

2 

I 

4 

3 

3 

1 

Enteric  fever 

I 

1 

1 

Small  pox... 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 

•••. 

3 

Whooping  cough  ... 

2 

1 

I 

10 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

9 

I 

I 

7 

Influenza  ... 

4 

2 

Z 

1 

Erysipelas 

Plithisis  (Pulmonary 

2 

15 

I 

I 

Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  Menin* 

26 

2 

9 

4 

gitis 

Other  tuberculous  di- 

5~ 

3 

1 

1 

4 

seases 

3 

1 

I 

Cancer, malignant  di- 
sease 

19 

I 

2 

n 

5 

1 

Rheumatic  fever 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

8 

2 

Organic  heart  disease 

20 

1 

7 

4 

0 

Bronchitis 

22 

1 

I 

5 

l5 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  diseases  of  res- 

43 

13 

"e 

2 

4 

1 

5 

5 

7 

40 

piratory  organs  ... 
Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Ty- 

22 

18 

2 

I 

1 

4 

3 

phlitis 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

1 

8 

8 

disease 

13 

3 

2 

Puerperal  fever 
Other  accidents  & di- 

seases of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Congenital  Debility 

and  Malformation, 
including  Prema- 
ture Birth 

27 

27 

9 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

25 

cluding  Suicide  ... 

20 

2 

2 

3 

10 

3 

Suicide 

1 

1 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

54 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

14 

22 

12 

unknown 

16 

7 

3 

3 

3 

6 

318 

74 

13 

7 

17 

7 

fi3 

69 

68 

146 

TABLE  III  a. 

Cause  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 
Aldershot  Town. 


•55  • « 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” w hether  ^ tj  5 a £ 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District.  & f*  a . 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

year. 

1 and 
under 
2 

2 and 
under 
5 

5 and 
under 

15 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Total  De 
whether  of 
dents”  or 
Residents 
Institutions 
Distrii 

All  / Certified 

230 

47 

12 

4 

II 

I 

34 

57 

64 

14 

causes  \ Uncertified  . . . 

II 

2 

I 

2 

3, 

3 

Enteric  fever 

Small  Pox 

• 

Measles 

Scarlet  lever 

Whooping  cough 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

7 

1 

6 

7 

Influenza 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

2 

1 

I 

Tuberculosis) 

Tuberculous 

21 

12 

9 

... 

Meningitis 
Other  tuberculous 

2 

1 

1 

1 

diseases 

Cancer,  malignant 

3 

I 

1 

I 

disease 

17 

1 

1 

10 

5 

Rheumatic  fever 

1 

T 

1 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  diseases 

18 

I 

5 

4 

8 

2 

Bronchitis 

21 

1 

5 

15 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  diseases  of  Res- 

34 

9 

6 

1 

4 

4 

3 

7 

1 

piratory  organs  ... 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Ty- 

16 

J3 

2 

1 

phlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

3 

2 

1 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

1 

disease 

8 

2 

4 

2 

Puerperal  fever 
Other  accidents  & di- 
seases of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition  . . . 
Congenital  Debility  & 
Malformation,  in- 
cluding Premature 

1 

1 

Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

19 

19 

cluding  Suicide  ... 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Suicide 

Other  defined  diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

45 

1 

1 

1 

I 

6 

13 

22 

1 

unknown 

10 

4 

1 

3 

2 

Totals 

241 

49 

12 

4 

12 

I 

3b 

60 

67 

14 

TABLE  III.  b 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 
(South  Camp.) 
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Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  age  of <:  Residents,”  whether  g = £ 

occurring  within  or  without  the  District.  z • 

x ■ “ ai  T <j 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  1 
Ages 

Under 
i year 

1 and 
nnder 
2 

2 and 
under 
5 

5 and 
under 
1.5 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 
45 

45  and,65  and 
under  up- 
65  wards 

Total  De 
whether  of 
dents”  or 
Resident 
Institution 
Distri 

All  (certified 

75 

25 

I 

3 

5 

6 

25 

9 

1 

I3I 

causps  \ uncertified  ... 

2 

2 

I 

hnteric  bever 

I 

I 

1 

I 

Small  Pox  ... 

... 

Measles 

... 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

1 

T 

3 

Influenza 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
'tuberculosis) 

5 

2 

3 

4 

Tuberculous  Menin- 
gitis   

3 

2 

I 

3 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  

Cancer,  malignant  di- 
sease 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

Meningitis  ... 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

I 

i 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

9 

+ 

1 

I 

1 

2 

29 

Other  diseases  of  re- 
spiratory organs  . . . 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 

6 

5 

1 

4 

Appendicitis  and  Ty- 
phlitis 

i 

I 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

i 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ... 

Nephritis  & Bright’s 
Disease  

5 

1 

A 

8 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  & di- 
seases of  Pregnancy 
& Parturition 

i 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  & 
Malformation,  in- 
cluding Premature 
Birth  

8 

8 

9 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 
cluding Suicide  ... 

H 

i 

I 

3 

9 

25 

Suicide 

i 

1 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

9 

i 

I 

6 

l 

11 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 
unknown 

6 

3 

III 

2 

1 . 

6 

I 77 

25 

T 

3 

5 

6 

27 

9 

1 

132 

3* 


TABLE  IV. 

Aldershot  Urban  District.  (Town  and  S.  Camp), 

Infant  Mortality,  1914. 

ett  Deaths  irom  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  age. 
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( Certified 

20 

3 

5 

28 

1 1 

13 

II 

9 
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causes.  ^Uncertified... 

• 

1 

I 

2 

nall-pox 

hicken-pox 

easles 

:arlet  Fever 

/hooping  Cough 

I 

I 

iphtheria  and  Croup 
rysipelas 

uberculous  Meningitis  . . 

bdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3 

ther  Tuberculous  Diseases 
eningitis  (not  Tuberculous ) 

onvulsions 

2 

2 

I 

3 

aryngitis 

ronchitis 

1 

1 

neumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

4 

2 

3 

13 

iarrhoea 

1 

1 

nteritis 

astritis 

^philis 

ickets 

1 

1 

4 

5 

• 5 

2 

17 

iffocation,  overlying  ... 
ijury  at  birth 
telectasis 

ongenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

remature  Birth 

15 

1 

1 

17 

1 

18 

trophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  ... 

I 

1 

2 

2 

2 

I 

7 

ther  Causes 

I 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Totals. 

21 

3 

5 

29 

11 

13 

12 

9 

74 

Nett  Births  in  the  year,  863  : legitimate,  835  ; illegitimate,  28. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year,  74  : legitimate  infants,  73  ; illegitimate  infants,  1. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


!• — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

| Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

3 

1 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

46 

8 

Total 

49 

9 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars . 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  Drainage  of  floors 
Other  Nuisances 

f insufficient 

Sanitary  Accommodation  1 unsuitable  or  defective 
[ not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  ioi) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  ioo) 

Other  offences 

('Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report). 

Total 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred  tol 
H.M. 

Inspector  | 

15 

15 

1 

19 

19 

I 

1 

13 

13 

48 

48 

B & 
3 o 


-v.  111  3CLL1UU8  j ana  o or  tne  ractorv  ar 

Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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4— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
0) 

Number. 

(2) 

Jt 

/ 

0 -C  c 
r 1/5 

O) 

o|t 

i/>  os 

0)  W c . 

Workshop  Bakehouses 

17 

$ as  C 0 y 

flXl  1/1  D'  \ 

O O &.C 

t;  S 

G „ 0 <u  1 

1 Other  Workshops 

108 

rt  t!  - 

Ut  ZT*  V 1 

0 0 ~z  v 1 
! 

' 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ...J 

125 

5— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  WorkshopAct  (s.  133) 

1901 

3 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  f XT  ,.c  , , uu  T 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  j Notlfied  by  H M-  InsPector 

2 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  { „ , , c ,.  , . . 

but  not  under  the  Factory  and  1 veP°^  ^ (‘T  fF  |on  a en) 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  rgot.-  1 sent  to  H M'  InsPector- ■ 

2 

Other 

— 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  ioi) : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

— 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

— 

3^ 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1915. 

O 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Aldershot  Urban 
District  Council . 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifth  annual  report 
shewing  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year  1914. 

Trouble  is  still  being  experienced  with  regard  to  the 
“ drain  ” and  “ sewer”  question,  and  it  has  been  necessary 
to  carry  out  works  in  connection  with  “ sewers  ” on  private 
property  in  six  cases,  involving  nineteen  houses  at  a cost  of 
£63  9s.  3d.,  summarised  as  follows  : — 

£ s.  d. 


1,  2>  3>  4>  5 and  6 Simmonds’  Cottages  7 11  6 

3,  5 and  7 Crimea  Road  ...  ...  722 

6 and  8 Perowne  Street  ...  ...  10  9 5 

78  and  80  Victoria  Road  ...  ...  11  5 7 

360,  362  and  the  “ Golden  Lion,”  High  St.  12  9 7 

178,  180  and  182  Newport  Road  ..:  14  n o 


Total  ...  £(>3  9 3 


Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 

Visits  to  houses 

1093 

» >) 

Slaughter-houses 

65 

»>  »> 

premises  where  food  in  in  preparation 

or  exposed  for  sale  ... 

225 

}»  » 

common  lodging  houses  and  houses  let 

in  lodgings 

201 

>>  >> 

bakehouses 

18 

a j> 

workshops 

28 

» »> 

dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 

15 

})  )> 

offensive  trades 

2 

37 


Visits  re  offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  66 

„ „ drainage  work  in  progress  ...  574 

Number  of  new  drains  tested  by  means  of  hy- 
draulic test  ...  ...  ...  227 

The  following  classifications  shew  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  nuisances  dealt  with  : — 

Houses  entirely  redrained  ...  ...  68 

Other  defects  of  drains  remedied  ...  ...  41 

New  W.C.  pans  fixed  ...  ...  ...  33 

W.C.  pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  24 

New  pedestal  W.C’s  fixed  ...  ...  6 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  to  existing  W.C’s  15 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  22 

W.C’s  provided  with  additional  light  and  ven- 
tilation ...  ...  ...  8 

New  W.C’s  built  ...  ...  ...  o 

Dilapidated  W.C’s  repaired  ...  ...  31 

Gullies  fixed  or  re-fixed  ...  ...  15 

New  ventilating  shafts  erected  ...  ...  2 

Ventilating  shafts  repaired  ...  ...  15 

Chokages  in  ventilating  shafts  removed  ...  1 

New  inspection  chambers  provided  ...  '20 

New  disconnecting  chambers  built. . . ...  10 

New  fresh  air  inlets  provided  ...  ...  5 

Scullery  sink  wastepipes  repaired  ...  ...  22 

Gully  channels  repaired  ...  ...  22 

New  scullery  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  16 

Manhole  lids  and  frames  renewed  and  repaired  7 

Drain  chokages  removed  ...  ...  35 

Backyards  paved  and  repaved  ...  ...  66 

Rain  water  gutters  and  down  pipes  repaired  ...  46 

Leaky  house  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  27 

Damp  house  walls  remedied  ...  ...  87 

Number  of  houses— internal  walls  cleansed  ...  19 

Number  of  rooms  do.  do.  ...  241 

Nuisances  from  overcrowded  houses  ...  23 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  ...  17 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  .. . ...  29 

Bedroom  windows  repaired  and  made  to  open...  22 

Defective  house  walls  plastered  and  ceilings 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  45 

Defective  house  floors  repaired  •...  ...  106 

New  urinals  provided  ...  ...  ,,r  3 
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Houses  provided  with  separate  water  supplies... 
Houses  provided  with  Company’s  water 
Wells  properly  covered  and  provided  with  pumps 
Stables  provided  with  proper  covered  receptacles 
for  manure 
House  floors  cleansed 
Cleansing  and  destruction  of  bedding 
W.C.  syphon  traps  repaired  or  fixed 
Sanitary  dustbins  provided 
Scullery  sinks  repaired  ... 

Defective  stairsteps  repaired 
Piggeries  provided  with  proper  receptacles  for 
manure 

Defective  flushing  pipes  repaired  ... 
Miscellaneous  matters  ... 


3 

7 
6 

8 

3 

4 
15 

8 


2 

6 

26 


Twenty-nine  statutory  notices  and  322  informal  notices 
have  been  served  during  the  year.  In  one  case  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  under  Section  94,  Public  Health  Act, 
1875.  The  bench  adjourned  the  hearing  for  a fortnight 
with  the  result  that  the  nuisances  were  abated,  and  a fine 
of  £1  16s.  was  inflicted. 

The  smoke  test  is  applied  to  house  drainage  upon  the 
occurrence  of  Diphtheria  and  upon  complaint.  New  drain- 
age is  subjected  to  the  hydraulic  test. 

The  inevitable  trouble  with  the  advent  of  caravans  into 
the  district  has  again  been  experienced,  occasioning  many 
visits  to  ensure  the  strict  observance  of  your  Byelaws. 


Slaughter-houses  and  Food  Inspections. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  two 
licensed  and  the  one  registered  slaughter-houses— the  only 
slaughter-houses  in  the  District.  Inspections  are  made  at 
irregular  intervals  and  mostly  in  the  evenings  when 
slaughtering  is  taking  place. 

In  addition  to  quantities  of  viscera  and  offal,  981bs.  of 
fish  and  i461bs.  of  frozen  beef  have  been  surrendered  and 
destroyed,  and  iycwt.  2qrs.  22lbs.  of  butter  and  fat,  10 
boxes  sultanas,  10  bags  of  currants  and  ij  boxes  of 
cocoanuts. 

One  seizure  of  unsound  food  took  place  during  the  year, 
viz.,  6|lbs.  of  rotten  tomatoes.  A Magistrate’s  Order  for 
destruction  was  obtained  and  the  case  reported  to  your 
Committee  who  directed  a letter  of  warning  to  be  sent  to 
the  seller. 
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Numerous  complaints  were  received  during  the  summer 
respecting  putrefying  animal  guts  at  the  Railway  Goods 
Station  in  course  of  consignment  to  a local  Gut  Scraper. 
On  one  occasion  I had  no  alternative  but  to  seize  eight 
cans  containing  these  animal  guts,  obtaining  the  usual 
Magistrate’s  Order,  for  their  destruction.  Letters  of 
warning  were  sent  to  both  the  Railway  Co.  and  the  Gut 
Scraper,  and  the  latter  provided  new  cans  with  strong  tight 
fitting  lids,  with  the  result  that  no  further  complaints  were 
received. 

The  surrender  of  the  articles  of  food  later  mentioned 
was  the  sequel  to  the  flooding  with  sewage  of  the  basement 
in  connection  with  a grocer’s  business  containing  a large 
quantity  of  food  commodities. 

The  number  of  beef  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district 
is  very  small,  and  approximately  averages  8 or  io  weekly. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  beef  catered  for  is  chilled  and 
frozen,  and  therefore  has  been  subjected  to  inspection 
previous  to  its  arrival. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  inspection  of  this  class  of  lodging  house  has  been 
carried  out  rigourously,  and  your  Byelaws  have  been  strictly 
enforced.  Several  instances  of  filthy  conditions  were  noted, 
and  at  one  lodging  house  not  a little  trouble  was  ex- 
perienced before  a desired  condition  of  things  was  achieved. 
Changes  have  taken  place  at  two  of  the  lodging  houses, 
and  the  new  landlords  have  been  licensed  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  deputies  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1907. 


Hackney  Carriages. 

The  ranks  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  the 
Act  and  Byelaws  affecting  Hackney  Carriages  have  been 
duly  observed.  No  complaint  has  been  registered  during 
the  year,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  legal 
proceedings. 


Ranks  and  Accommodation— 
East  Cavalry  Barracks 
The  Grove 
High  Street 
Station  Yard  (private) 
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Carriage  Licenses  Granted — 

Horse-drawn  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  14 

Taxi  Cabs  ...  . ...  ...  20 

Motor  Cabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Motor  Buses  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Drivers’  and  Conductors’  Licenses — 

Horsed  Vehicles ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Taxi  and  Motor  Cabs  ...  ...  ...  33 

Motor  Buses  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 


Fees  collected  up  to  December  31st,  1914  ...  £20  13s 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


F.  WHITEHEAD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

TO  THE 

Aldershot  Education  Committee 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


For  the  Year  1914. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

TO  THE 

ALDERSHOT  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
for  the  Year  1914. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  the  following 
report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  in  your 
district  during  the  year  1914. 

The  School  Attendance  Officer  gives  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  school  attendance  in  December,  1914 : — 
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West  End. 

Boys 

9 

370 

4T7 

394 

371 

I I 

Girls 

9 

295 

337 

3i7 

294 

J3 

Infants 

12 

666 

582 

535 

478 

17 

Total 

30 

I331 

1336 

1246 

IT43 

H 

East  End. 

r 

Boys 

7 

317 

35i 

342 

323 

[8 

Girls 

7 

342 

299 

286 

261 

12 

Infants 

6 

216 

250 

224 

204 

19 

Total 

— 

20 

875 

900 

852 

1 

■<r 

00 

00 

1 

12 

Newport  Road. 

Mixed 

13 

480 

530 

5i2 

00 

IO 

Infants 

6 

3°° 

198 

189 

T75 

12 

Total 

19 

780 

00 

<N 

701 

656 

IO 

Church  of  England. 

Mixed 

4 

1 12 

133 

131 

120 

I I 

Infants 

3 

78 

88 

85 

77 

12 

Total 

7 

190 

221 

216 

197 

II 

Roman  Catholic. 

Mixed  ...  ...1 

6 

182 

230 

213 

192 

17 

Infants 

3 

1 12 

117 

106 

93 

21 

Total 

9 

294 

347 

319 

285 

18 

Grand  Total 

85 

3470 

3 53 2 

3334 

3069 

12 

The  number  on  the  books  in  December,  1913  was  3118, 
there  is,  therefore,  an  increase  of  414  scholars,  mainly  due 
to  the  closing  of  the  Military  Schools  in  the  barracks  at  the 
Qommencement  of  the  war. 


Hygienic  Conditions  of  the  Schools.— All  of  the 
schools,  with  the  exception  of  the  C.E.  school  are  on  ele- 
vated sites.  The  Newport  Schools  and  West  End  Infants’ 
School  are  both  of  modern  construction,  and  well-equipped 
from  a hygienic  point  of  view,  the  remainder  are  old 
buildings  which  are  kept  up-to-date  with  modern  require- 
ments. Heating  is  carried  on  by  means  of  open  fires,  sup- 
plemented in  most  of  the  schools  by  certain  hot  water  and 
gas  appliances,  termed  “ radiators,”  evidently  on  the  “ lucus 
a non-lucendo  ” principle  in  that  they  do  not  impart  heat 
by  radiation.  Ventilation  is  provided  for  by  Tobin  Tubes, 
air  bricks,  and  the  agency  of  windows  and  fires.  In  the 
warm  weather  the  ventilation  of  the  schoolrooms  is  quite 
adequate  since  windows  are  kept  open  as  far  as  possible, 
but  in  cold  and  rainy  weather  there  is  often  to  be  found 
an  undesirable  stuffiness  in  the  rooms.  A large  number  of 
the  windows  are  only  to  be  opened  at  the  top  so  that  the 
rooms  cannot  be  properly  supplied  with  fresh  air.  Great  ad- 
vantage would  result  from  the  use  of  hopper  panes  at  the 
bases  of  the  windows  : these  being  closed  at  the  sides  would 
allow  fresh  air  to  enter  without  causing  draught. 

With  regard  to  the  school  drainage,  the  Surveyor  reports 
that : — 

“ The  drains  are  efficiently  ventilated  and  trapped,  with 
the  exception,  however,  of  those  at  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Newport  Road  Schools  : these  will  not  resist  the  water-test. 
As  I stated  in  an  earlier  report  no  danger  need  necessarily 
be  apprehended  from  this  as  the  drains  have  a covering  of 
6ft.  of  soil  over  them.  They  are  tested  three  times 
annually  by  this  department,  and  their  condition  leaves 
little,  if  any,  room  for  complaint.” 

General  Arrangements  for  Medical  Inspection. — 
School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  E.  W.  Routley,  M.O.H.  ; School 
Nurse,  Mrs.  E.  Shearwood. 

The  statutory  Medical  Inspections  are  conducted  on 
School  premises,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  small 
denominational  schools. 

Notices  are  sent  two  days  prior  to  the  Inspection  to 
parents  who  are  invited  to  be  present. 

Non- Routine  Inspections. — An  Inspection  Clinic  for 
non-routine  cases  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Buildings  every 
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thorning  at  io  a.m.,  refraction  cases  being  examined  on 
Thursdays. 

Fifty-nine  visits  were  paid  by  me  during  the  year  to  the 
Schools,  while  the  School  Nurse  attended  the  Schools  on 
436  occasions. 

Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection. — This  is  in  accordance 
with  the  one  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

Number  of  Children  Examined  at  the  Statutory 
Medical  Inspection. — 1,541  children  were  examined,  the 
total  being  nearly  700  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
large  increase  was  due  to  two  reasons — firstly,  the  fact  that 
all  children  at  ages  12  to  13  were  examined  at  the  request 
of  the  Board  in  addition  to  those  over  13  years  of  age,  and 
secondly,  the  large  influx  of  scholars  from  the  closed  Military 
Schools  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  table  annexed  shows  the  numbers  inspected  at  the 
several  Schools,  tabulated  according  to  age  and  sex  : — 
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Previous  History. — The  following  table  gives  the  in- 
formation as  supplied  by  the  parents  regarding  the  previous 
history,  of  illness  in  these  1,541  children  — - 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken  Pox  ... 
Mumps 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Rheumatism  ... 
Tuberculosis  ... 
Chorea 
Malaria 
Pleurisy 

Enteric  Fever  ... 
Epilepsy 
Appendicitis  ... 
Pneumonia 


No.  of  Children  Percentage 

1283  80 

877  57 

635  41 

318  20'6 

89  57 

59  3'8 

33  2'i 

4 

3 

3 

I 


I 

I 

I 


Presence  of  Parents  at  the  Inspections. — 55  per  cent, 
of  scholars  were  accompanied  by  their  parents,  a proportion 
the  same  as  noted  in  previous  years.  In  the  Infant’s  De- 
partment the  proportion  reached  76  per  cent.,  while  in  the 
higher  departments  44  per  cent,  only  of  parents  were  present. 


Directions  Given. — In  the  following  list  of  276  cases,  in 
which  medical  or  surgical  attention  appeared  to  be  neces- 
sary or  desirable,  directions  were  issued  to  that  effect : — 


Errors  of  Vision  .. . ...  ...  hi 

Defects  of  Hearing  ...  ...  55 

Adenoids  and  Enlarged  Tonsils  ...  23 

Defective  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  45 

Observation  Cases  ...  ...  15 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  6 

Phimosis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Hernia  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sanatorium  Cases  ..  ...  2 

Nasal  Disease  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pyrexia  of  Uncertain  Origin  ...  2 

Chorea  ..!  ...  ...  1 

Cleft  Palate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 


276 
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Children  Referred  for  Further  Examination. — I am 
happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  a much  smaller  proportion 
of  children,  g'6  per  cent,  were  required,  owing  to  their  con- 
dition, to  be  excluded  for  a period  from  school.  The  num- 
bers and  the  causes  of  exclusion  are  stated  below  : — 


Verminous  condition  (more  or  less  marked)  150 
Chorea  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 


J55 

Height  and  Weight. — These  measurements  are  taken  of 
every  child,  and  a record  kept  for  reference. 

Clothing  and  Footgear. — The  following  conditions 
were  noted  : — 

Children  with  dirty  clothing  ...  ..  13 

„ „ insufficient  clothing  ...  3 

„ ,,  vermin  in  clothing  ...  1 

,,  „ tattered  and  useless  footgear  15 

It  is  probable  that  these  conditions  would  be  noted  in  a 
somewhat  larger  number,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a large 
majority  of  the  children  wear  their  best  clothing  for  the 
occasion. 

Cleanliness  of  Head  and  Body. — 120  girls  and  34  boys 
were  found  to  be  harbouring  the  nits  of  lice  in  their  hair, 
and  were  on  that  account  excluded  until  certified  as  fit  to 
return.  In  3 of  the  cases  the  condition  was  a very  gross 
one  ; the  remainder  may  be  divided  into  two  classes:  one  in 
which  the  condition  was  slight,  and  one  in  which  it  was 
well  marked  ; there  were  60  of  the  former  and  91  of  the 
latter.  Unclean  or  verminous  conditions  were  thus  found 
in  9'6  per  cent  of  the  children  examined,  a proportion  which 
still  leaves  considerable  room  for  improvement,  but  at  ihe 
same  time  shows  a distinct  advance  in  cleanliness,  as  com- 
pared with  former  conditions.  81  cases  (boys,  41  ; girls,  40) 
were  noted  of  flea-bitten,  pediculous,  or  dirty  conditions  of 
the  skin  of  the  body,  many  of  these  cases,  of  course,  being 
included  with  those  found  with  “dirty”  heads.  In  the 
above  mentioned  conditions,  certain  instructions  are  .in  force 
to  the  Head  Teachers  and  Attendance  Officer  for  dealing 
summarily  with  then.  These  instructions  are  fully  set  out  in 
mv  report  for  1913. 
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Section  122,  Children’s  Act. — One  case  was  proceeded 
with  under  this  Section  : prosecution  followed  with  the 
result  of  conviction  and  a fine  of  10/-.  * 

Nutrition. — Approximately  5 per  cent,  of  children  in- 
spected showed  a very  marked  degree  of  mal-nutrition,  as 
evidenced  by  (1)  lack  of  proper  correspondence  between 
height  and  weight,  (2)  pallor  of  the  skin  and  the  mucous 
membranes,  (3)  defective  development  in  other  directions. 
Septic  and  Carious  Teeth  were  present  in  a large  number 
of  cases,  associated  with  inflammatory  affections  of  ears, 
tonsils,  etc.,  etc.  In  other  cases,  again,  with  verminous  con- 
ditions and  other  evidence  of  neglect,  in  a few,  with  under- 
feeding from  poverty,  and  in  certain  other  cases  with 
structural  morbid  conditions,  or  inherited  disease. 

Teeth. — The  subjoined  table  is  intended  to  show  the 
conditions  as  regards  defective  teeth,  found  in  the 
school  children.  The  words  “ somewhat  defective  ” refer  to 
those  who  have  less  than  4 defective  teeth,  “ seriously  de- 
fective means  4 or  more  defective  teeth  : — 

5-6  6-7  7-8  8-9  9-10  IO-II  1 1*12  12-13  13-14  14-15 

No.  examined  378  75  92  80  67  58  70  432  278  n 

Sound  Teeth  91  17  17  17  15  16  28  136  139  7 

Somewhat 

defective  133  26  37  30  36  27  26  233  108  3 

Seriously 

defective  154  32  38  33  16  15  16  63  31  1 

Total  percentage  of  children  with  sound  teeth  ...  31*3 

„ „ „ ,,  somewhat  defec- 
tive teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  42*6 

Total  percentage  of  children  with  seriously  defec- 
tive teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  25‘9 

The  large  amount  of  dental  disease  present  (nearly  70 
per  cent,  of  all  children  at  school  ages)  is  an  important 
factor  in  influencing  the  health  and  physical  conditions  of 
the  growing  generation,  and  ought  to  be  dealt  witli  by  a 
scheme  of  dental  treatment  on  the  lines  now  adopted  by  a 
large  number  of  Education  Authorities. 

Adenoids  and  Enlarged  Tonsils. — A considerable  num- 
ber of  children  (101  or  6'5  per  cent.)  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  these  conditions,  which  are  very  frequently 
found  to  be  co-existing,  and  in  35  of  these  cases  surgical 
treatment  was  recommended. 
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Glands. — The  very  common  condition  of  enlargement  of 
the  glands  in  the  neck  is  attributable  to  three  main  causes, 
namely,  verminous  conditions  of  the  hair,  septic  teeth,  and 
affections  of  the  tonsils  or  adenoids.  Roughly,  nearly  40 
percent,  of  school  children  were  found  to  have  palpable 
glands,  a condition  which  promptly  disappears  in  most 
cases  on  removal  of  the  cause. 

External  Eye  Disease. — Abnormal  conditions  were 
noted  in  41  cases  as  follows  : — 

Strabismus  ...  ...  ...  11 

Corneal  Opacity  ...  ...  9 

Blepharitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nystagmus  ...  ...  ...  2 

Anterior  Polar  Cataract  ...  ...  1 

Vision. — Children  whose  visual  acuity  in  either  eye  falls 
below  six-ninths  are  referred  for  further  examination  by 
retinoscopy  : in  addition,  those  who,  while  apparently  enjoy- 
ing good  acuity  yet  have  symptoms  pointing  to  errors  of 
refraction,  are  also  referred.  80  of  these  inspected  were 
thus  further  examined,  a smaller  proportion  than  in  former 
years,  to  be  explained  by  the  fact  of  large  numbers  of  the 
older  children  are  wearing  glasses  prescribed  for  them  in 
previous  years. 

Variety  of  refraction  : — 

Hypermetropic  ...  ...  ...  24 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  (simple  and  compound)  34 
Myopia  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Myopia. Astigmatism  (simple  and  compound)  ...  3 

Mixed  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  8 

There  were  only  5 cases  among  the  above  in  which  the 
defect  of  vision  was  the  same  in  both  eyes,  while  in  the 
whole  number  examined  the  more  marked  defect  was 
observed  somewhat  more  often  in  the  right  eye  than  in  the 


left. 


6 6 each  eye  (normal  vision) 
6/6  R. 
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34 


L. 


45 


6 12  R. 
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I L. 

6/ 1 8 R. 

L. 

6/24  R. 

L. 

6/36  R. 

L. 

6/60  R. 

L. 

6/0  R. 

: L- 

Defects  of  Hearing — Diseases  of  the  Ear. — 24  cases  of 
chronic  middle  ear  disease  were  noted,  17  with  discharge 
and  7 without.  There  were  80  cases  of  deafness,  the  greater 
number  being  of  a moderate  degree,  but  at  the  same  time 
sufficiently  pronounced  to  affect  the  mental  activity  and 
attention.  6 of  these  cases  were  of  a more  pronounced 
nature,  the  subject  being  definitely  deaf.  A large  number 
of  the  milder  cases  were  found,  on  examination,  to  be  due 
to  wax  accumulations. 

Speech. — 30  cases  of  defect  in  speech  were  present,  mainly 
in  the  younger  children  : 2 were  due  to  structural  defect, 
namely,  cleft  palate,  while  others  were  the  expression  of 
functional  nerve  affections  in  the  case  of  stammerers. 
Others  again  ( e.g .,  lisping)  were  the  result  of  uncorrected 
faulty  habit. 

Mental  Conditions. — 100  children  were  found  to  be 
more  or  less  dull  and  backward,  while  one'  child  was  re- 
ported as  being  mentally  defective. 

Heart  Diseases. — iocasesof  organic  disease  were  noted, 
3 of  these  being  cases  of  congenital  heart  disease,  6 cases  of 
mitral  regurgitation,  and  1 of  mitral  stenosis.  In  addition, 
11  children  were  found  to  have  cardiac  murmurs,  which,  in 
the  absence  of  other  signs  pointing  to  actual  disease,  were 
believed  to  be  functional  in  nature. 

Lungs. — Physical  signs  of  Pulmonary  Catarrh,  due  to 
common  colds,  etc.,  are  so  common  in  children  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  they  are  of  little  account,  but  when,  how- 
ever, such  signs  were  found  to  co-exist  with  evidence  of 
of  lowered  vitality  and  mal-nutrition,  they  were  referred 
for  repeated  observations  at  lafer  dates.  2 cases,  in  which 
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it  was  believed  that  Tuberculosis  in  its  incipient  stage,  was 
the  exciting  cause,  were  re-examined  later  and  removed  to 
a Sanatorium,  i child  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Tubercular  Peritonitis. 

Nervous  System. — 16  children  were  described  as  being 
very  nervous,  and  9 of  these  suffered  from  Nocturnal 
Enuresis. 

Rickets. — 29  children  showed  marked  signs  of  having 
suffered  severely  from  Rickets,  as  evidenced  in  the  abnormal 
shape  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  thorax  and  lower 
limbs.  2 children  suffered  from  Lateral  Curvature  of  the 
Spine. 

Deformities. — 1 child  had  a marked  degree  of  Talipes 
Valgus. 

Infectious  or  Contagious  Disease. — 3 children  were 
presented  suffering  respectively  from  Varicella,  Tinea 
Versicolor  and  Impetigo  Contagiosa. 

Other  Deases  and  Defects. — Other  conditions  not  in- 
cluded under  previous  headings  were  as  follows  : — 


Inguinal  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  5 

Umbilical  Hernia...  ...  ...  2 

Psoriasis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chorea  ...  ...  ...  3 

Phimosis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Infantile  Paralysis  ...  ...  4 

Cleft  Palate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ...  2 

Acne  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chronic  Urticaria  ...  ...  2 

Chronic  Desquamation  ...  ...  1 

Lipoma  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enlarged  Thyroid  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Ptosis  ...  ...  1 

Varicocele  ...  ...  ...  r 

Rheumatic  pains  in  joints  ...  ...  1 

Dental  Abscess  ...  ...  ...  4 


Two  children,  twins,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Inguinal  Hernia  in  the  same  side  of  the  body,  and  exactly 
to  the  same  degree, 
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Non-Routine  Inspections. — In  addition  to  the  statutory 
inspection,  859  children  were  examined  for  the  various 
reasons  detailed  below  : a large  number  attended  on  one  or 
more  subsequent  occasions  for  re-examination.  255  of  these 
were  cases  of  temporary  exclusion  from  school  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons : — 

Dirty  or  verminous  conditions  ...  189 

Ringworm  ...  ...  46 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  6 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scarlet  Fever  Desquamation  ...  4 

Chorea  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ophthalmia  ...  ...  ...  1 


255 

The  following  table  gives  the  defects,  conditions,  or 
reasons  for  examination  of  the  remaining  604  : — 

Refraction  Cases  ...  ...  136 

Tonsilitis  and  Throat  Conditions  ...  95 

Infectious  Disease  Contacts  ...  87 

Impetigo,  Abscess  and  Septic  Conditions  34 

Deafness  ...  ...  ...  29 

Otorrhcea  ...  ...  ...  19 

Presumed  Visual  Errors  ...  ...  17 

Ophthalmia,  Blepharitis  ...  ...  22 

Mental  Defectiveness  ...  ...  17 

Observation  Cases  (?  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis) ...  ...  ...  11 

Tubercular  Peritonitis  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  . ...  ...  ...  1 

Minor  Lung  Diseases  ...  ...  2 

Nasal  Obstruction  and  Discharge  ...  8 

Minor  Injuries  ...  ...  ...  13 

Chorea  ...  ...  ...  9 

Mal-Nutrition  ...  ...  ...  9 

Skin  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  10 

Alopecia  • ...  ...  ...  2 

Pyrexia,  Vomiting,  etc.  ...  ...  22 

History  of  Recent  illness  ...  ....  8 

Enlarged  Glands  ...  ...  4 

Insufficient  Clothing  ...  ...  3 

Examination  for  Admission  to  Hpmes  ...  3 
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Disorders  of  Mal-Nut.rition  ...  ...  2 

Desquamation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hernia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infantile  Paralysis  ...  ...  2 

Alleged  Indecent  Assault,  Phimosis,  De- 
fect of  Speech,  Cleft  Palate,  Varicocele 
Papillomata,  Habit  Spasm,  Congenital 
Dislocation  of  Hip,  Epilepsy  ...  9 

Various  Minor  Conditions  ...  ...  23 


Exclusion  of  Individual  Scholars  Owing  to  Infectious 
Diseases. — The  Head  Teachers  are  provided  with  notifica- 
tion forms  upon  which  they  at  once  notify  cases  of  absence 
owing  to  the  common  infectious  diseases,  namely,  Measles, 
Chicken  Pox,  Whooping  Cough,  Mumps  and  Rubella,  which 
are  not  officially  notified  in  the  district.  During  the  year 
there  has  been  a singular  absence  of  these  diseases  in  the 
town,  the  only  notifications  which  were  received  were  17  in 
number  and  relating  to  Chicken  Pox.  On  the  other  hand, 
Diphtheiia  has  been  somewhat  more  prevalent  than  the 
previous  year.  In  the  autumn  also  a number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  responsible  for  great  loss  of  attendance. 


Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1914. 
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Special  Reports  to  Clerk  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee.— These  dealt  with  the  following  matters  : — 

(1)  Certain  verminous  and  neglected  school  children. 

(2)  Mentally  defective  children. 

(3)  School  girl  in  immoral  home  surroundings. 

Physical  Exercises. — These  are  conducted  by  an  Instruc- 
tor who  attends  all  the  schools  twice  a week. 

Special  Needs  for  Early  Consideration. — As  reported 
last  year,  it  is  now  impossible  for  school  children  to  obtain 
surgical  treatment  at  the  local  hospital  for  ordinary  chronic 
ai  lments,  such  as  for  example,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
hernia,  phimosis,  etc.,  nor  is  it  possible  to  obtain  treatment 
for  them  at  Guildford  Hospital.  In  most  of  these  cases 
physical  fitness  and  proper  development  depend  on  the  re- 
moval of  these  defects.  In  addition,  the  even  more  urgent 
question  of  dental  treatment  for  school  children  should  be 
considered  without  further  delay.  Although  the  offices  at 
present  utilised  for  inspection  and  the  treatment  of  minor 
ailments  are  adequate  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are 
now  used,  they  are  insufficient  for  the  full  arrangements  for 
operations,  dental  work,  etc.  necessary  in  a complete  school 
clinic. 

The  vacant  plot  of  ground  immediately  behind  the 
offices,  and  at  present  forming  a corner  of  the  Municipal 
Gardens,  might  well  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a suitable 
building  with  sufficient  accommodation  and  separate 
entrances  for  the  combined  purposes  of  (1)  a School  Clinic, 
(2)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  (3)  Child  Welfare  and 
Maternity  Work. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  ROUTLEY. 
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